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Mr. Speaker, this was a milestone for 

American justice. I could not be more 
proud of the interests and dedication of 
these young women, and I want to 
thank Mr. Bradford and the Stevenson 
High School team for their dedication 
to justice. 

f 

IRAQIS AHEAD OF THE CURVE 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the Iraqi people for their 
bravery, their courage, and their sac-
rifice along the road to self-determina-
tion and sovereignty. 

As I contemplate the recent progress 
in Iraq, I am reminded of the fact that 
it was 13 years from the time we de-
clared our independence until we elect-
ed our first president. 

In Iraq, it has been a mere 13 months 
since Saddam’s capture. In America, it 
took 132 years for women to have the 
right to vote, but in Iraq women voted 
in their very first democratic election. 
This election is only the beginning of 
democracy in Iraq. 

As their newly elected leaders draft a 
constitution this year, America’s com-
mitment to Iraq’s security is critical. 
We must ensure that democracy and 
freedom take root and begin to thrive 
in the hearts and the lives of the Iraqi 
people. 

I also believe as more nations in the 
Middle East move towards freedom and 
democracy, it will provide for a more 
secure and peaceful world. 

f 

RAISING THE MILITARY DEATH 
BENEFIT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
impossible to declare these elections in 
Iraq anything but a success, and we 
Americans join the Iraqis in their cele-
bration, and rightly so. 

I have been in e-mail contact with 
some of the Iraqis that I have met dur-
ing my visit there, and I heard from 
some of our men and women in uni-
form, and they are proud of what they 
have achieved, and they are ready to 
keep working hard. 

But, Mr. Speaker, no discussion of 
the election success is complete with-
out recognizing the active duty, Re-
serve, and National Guard men and 
women who have given their lives in 
this war on terror in the Middle East. 
It is their sacrifice that is putting ter-
rorism on the run. We cannot forget 
them, and we must not forget their 
families. 

That is why the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) and I have 

introduced the Blackburn-Wilson Hon-
oring Our Families and Fallen Soldiers 
Act today. We are joining Senator 
ALLEN in this effort. I ask my col-
leagues to cosponsor the legislation to 
increase to $100,000 the death gratuity 
benefit the family of a soldier killed in 
combat receives. Our bill would also 
make this benefit retroactive to Octo-
ber 1, 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the right thing to 
do. 

f 

PERSONAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, in the next few days I will in-
troduce the boldest Social Security 
plan, one that will provide people with 
security, control and choice. There will 
be absolutely no change for current or 
near retirees. 

We need to strengthen Social Secu-
rity now by allowing younger genera-
tions to invest all of the Social Secu-
rity tax they pay, or 6.2 percent, in a 
personal retirement account. The em-
ployer’s share of the tax would stay in 
the system to fund retiree, near-retiree 
benefits and transition costs. 

These accounts would give all in-
volved control of their personal retire-
ment dollars. Congress cannot take 
this money away. Personal retirement 
accounts will help people build a nest 
egg to pass on to their loved ones. 

This solution is about the future. We 
need to strengthen Social Security 
with big personal retirement accounts 
now. 

f 

CELEBRATING JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the city of Jacksonville, 
Florida, which is the host for the 39th 
Super Bowl championship this Sunday. 
I think a lot of people were dismayed 
and a little bit surprised to read about 
a sportswriter, Tony Kornheiser, when 
he denigrated Jacksonville last week 
in a Washington Post article. 

Let me give the Members some inter-
esting history about Jacksonville. Be-
cause of its strategic Atlantic Ocean 
port location, Jacksonville has always 
been involved in conflicts, appropriate, 
Mr. Speaker, enough for a Super Bowl 
host. Wars with Spain, France, the 
Revolutionary War, the Seminole In-
dian Wars, and the Civil War all 
touched Jacksonville. Twenty-five 
World War I steamers were launched 
from Jacksonville ports. In 1942, Ger-
man spies infiltrated but luckily were 

captured before blowing up Florida’s 
essential railroad lines. And, finally, 
Mr. Speaker, during the 1991 Persian 
Gulf War, what was the busiest mili-
tary port in this country? You guessed 
it. Jacksonville moved more supplies 
and personnel than any other Amer-
ican port. 

I am proud to represent part of this 
historical, important city and welcome 
Mr. Kornheiser and other guests to this 
Super Bowl weekend. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PUTNAM). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

HONORING CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 23) honoring the 
contributions of Catholic schools. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 23 

Whereas America’s Catholic schools are 
internationally acclaimed for their academic 
excellence, but provide students more than a 
superior scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools ensure a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in America’s 
young people; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 2004–2005 academic year is 
about 2.5 million and the student-teacher 
ratio is 15 to 1; 

Whereas Catholic schools teach a diverse 
group of students; 

Whereas more than 26 percent of school 
children enrolled in Catholic schools are 
from minority backgrounds, and nearly 14 
percent are non-Catholics; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; 

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated: ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives.’’; and 

Whereas January 30 to February 5, 2005, 
has been designated as Catholic Schools 
Week by the National Catholic Educational 
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